
The Seven Against Thebes: A Profound
Examination of Fate, Hubris, and the
Inevitable Torment of War
Aeschylus' "The Seven Against Thebes" is a captivating Greek tragedy that
delves into the complexities of fate, hubris, and the devastating
consequences of war. First performed in 467 BCE, this play remains a
timeless masterpiece that continues to resonate with audiences today.

Plot Summary

The play unfolds in the besieged city of Thebes, where King Eteocles and
his brother, Polyneices, are locked in a bitter battle for the throne. Driven by
ambition and a sense of entitlement, each brother seeks to claim the
kingdom as their own.

The city of Thebes is under siege by seven Argive champions, led by
Polyneices. These champions each represent a different aspect of war,
from the brutal force of Capaneus to the stealthy cunning of Tydeus.
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Characters and Their Motivations

Eteocles: The king of Thebes, Eteocles is a proud and determined ruler.
He is torn between his duty to his city and his desire to hold onto power.
Hubris drives him to reject any compromise with his brother, leading to the
tragic outcome.

Polyneices: The exiled brother of Eteocles, Polyneices seeks to reclaim
his rightful throne. He is driven by a sense of injustice and a burning desire
for revenge. His hubris blinds him to the consequences of his actions.

Seven Argive Champions: Each representing a different aspect of war,
these champions are united by their loyalty to Polyneices. They are not
portrayed as mere soldiers, but rather as individuals with their own
motivations and fears.

Themes and Symbolism

Fate and Prophecy: The play is steeped in the notion of fate and
prophecy. The oracle's prediction that the city of Thebes will be destroyed
by a son of Oedipus hangs heavily over the characters. Their actions and
choices seem predetermined, leaving them little control over their destinies.

Hubris: A central theme in the play, hubris refers to excessive pride and
arrogance. Both Eteocles and Polyneices display hubris in their unwavering
belief in their own righteousness and their refusal to compromise. Their
pride ultimately leads to their downfall.
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The Devastation of War: The play vividly depicts the horrors and
destruction of war. The siege of Thebes results in countless casualties,
both on the battlefield and among the civilian population. The play serves
as a poignant reminder of the futility and brutality of war.

Dramatic Elements

Chorus: The chorus plays a prominent role in the play, representing the
voice of the people of Thebes. They comment on the actions of the
characters, offer wisdom, and express the collective emotions of the city.

Imagery and Language: Aeschylus employs vivid imagery and elevated
language to create a powerful and evocative atmosphere. The play is rich
in metaphors, similes, and other literary devices that enhance the
emotional impact of the story.

Structure: "The Seven Against Thebes" follows the traditional structure of
Greek tragedy, with a prologue, episodes, and a final chorus. The play
builds in intensity towards the climax, where the tragic events unfold in a
swift and inexorable manner.

Historical and Cultural Context

"The Seven Against Thebes" was written during a turbulent period in Greek
history, just a few years after the Persian Wars. The play reflects the
anxieties and fears of the time, as well as the growing sense of nationalism
and civic duty.

The play also draws inspiration from mythology and legend. The story of
Eteocles and Polyneices had been told for generations, and it resonated
with Athenian audiences who were familiar with its tragic ending.



Legacy and Significance

"The Seven Against Thebes" has had a profound influence on Western
literature and theater. Its themes of fate, hubris, and the devastation of war
have inspired countless works of art, from Sophocles' "Oedipus Rex" to
Shakespeare's "King Lear."

The play continues to be performed and studied today, offering valuable
insights into the human condition and the enduring power of tragedy.

Aeschylus' "The Seven Against Thebes" is a timeless masterpiece that
explores the complexities of fate, hubris, and the devastating
consequences of war. Through its powerful characters, vivid imagery, and
profound themes, the play continues to captivate and resonate with
audiences centuries after its first performance.
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