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Sahjan Johny was born on August 4, 1974, in the village of Koonammavu
in the Thrissur district of Kerala, India. From a young age, he exhibited
exceptional courage and leadership qualities. After completing school, he
joined the Indian Army in 1995 and was commissioned into the 11th
Battalion of the Garhwal Rifles.

The Kargil War and Siachen Glacier

In 1999, the Kargil War broke out between India and Pakistan, with fierce
fighting taking place in the mountainous Kargil sector and the treacherous
Siachen Glacier. Johny's battalion was deployed to the frontline, where
they faced intense enemy fire.

Operation Rhino

On May 25, 1999, Johny's battalion was tasked with capturing Point 4750,
a strategically important peak on the Siachen Glacier. Johny led his platoon
in a daring assault, encountering heavy resistance from the Pakistani
forces.

Unwavering Bravery

Despite being injured in the initial assault, Johny refused to retreat. He
continued to lead his men, displaying unwavering bravery and tactical
brilliance. Under his command, the platoon fought relentlessly, clearing the
enemy from the peak.

Param Vir Chakra: The Highest Honor

For his extraordinary courage and leadership, Sahjan Johny was
posthumously awarded the Param Vir Chakra, India's highest military
honor. The citation for the award reads: "Captain Sahjan Johny, an officer



of exceptional courage and leadership, fell while leading his platoon in an
audacious attack on Point 4750. In the face of intense enemy fire, he
directed his men with great skill and determination, and despite being
injured, he refused to be evacuated."

Legacy of a Hero

Sahjan Johny's sacrifice and bravery have become an inspiration for
generations of Indian soldiers. His name is remembered with great
reverence and honor in the annals of military history. His legacy serves as
a reminder of the indomitable spirit and sacrifice of those who serve their
country with unwavering dedication.

Memorial and Commemoration

In honor of Sahjan Johny's heroism, several memorials have been erected
across India. The Sahjan Johny Memorial at Koonammavu commemorates
his life and achievements. The village school where he studied has also
been renamed after him, inspiring countless young minds.

Sahjan Johny's story is a testament to the courage, sacrifice, and patriotism
that define the Indian armed forces. His unwavering bravery and
determination in the face of adversity will forever be remembered and
celebrated. He stands as a shining example of the indomitable spirit that
resides in every Indian soldier, and his legacy will continue to inspire
generations to come.
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