
Set Apart But Set Aside: A Comprehensive
Guide to the Differences
The English language is a vast and complex one, and it is often easy to get
confused between words that sound similar but have different meanings.
Two such words are "set apart" and "set aside". While both words have
similar meanings, there are subtle differences between them that can make
all the difference in the way they are used.
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In this article, we will take a closer look at the differences between set apart
and set aside, exploring their similarities, nuances, and real-world
applications. By the end of this article, you will be able to use these words
with confidence and precision.

What Does "Set Apart" Mean?

The phrase "set apart" means to distinguish or separate something from
the rest. It can be used to describe both physical and abstract concepts.
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For example, you could say that a particular piece of art is "set apart" from
the rest because of its unique style or beauty. You could also say that a
certain person is "set apart" from the rest because of their intelligence or
kindness.

In general, the phrase "set apart" has a positive connotation. It suggests
that something is special or unique in some way. However, it can also be
used in a negative sense to describe something that is different or isolated
from the rest.

What Does "Set Aside" Mean?

The phrase "set aside" means to put something away for a later time or
purpose. It can also be used to describe the act of ignoring or dismissing
something. For example, you could say that you are "setting aside" a
certain amount of money each month for your retirement. You could also
say that you are "setting aside" a particular issue until you have more time
to deal with it.

In general, the phrase "set aside" has a neutral connotation. It simply
means that something is being put away for a later time or purpose.
However, it can also be used in a negative sense to describe the act of
ignoring or dismissing something.

Similarities Between "Set Apart" and "Set Aside"

There are some similarities between the phrases "set apart" and "set
aside". Both phrases can be used to describe the act of separating
something from the rest. However, there are also some key differences
between these two phrases.



One of the key differences is that the phrase "set apart" is often used to
describe something that is unique or special in some way. The phrase "set
aside", on the other hand, is often used to describe something that is being
put away for a later time or purpose.

Another key difference is that the phrase "set apart" can be used in both a
positive and negative sense. The phrase "set aside", on the other hand, is
typically used in a neutral sense.

Differences Between "Set Apart" and "Set Aside"

Here is a table summarizing the key differences between the phrases "set
apart" and "set aside":

| Feature | Set Apart | Set Aside | |---|---|---| | Meaning | To distinguish or
separate something from the rest | To put something away for a later time
or purpose | | Connotation | Can be positive or negative | Typically neutral |
| Usage | Can be used to describe both physical and abstract concepts |
Typically used to describe physical objects or actions |

Examples of "Set Apart" and "Set Aside"

Here are some examples of how the phrases "set apart" and "set aside"
can be used in a sentence:

The artist's unique style set apart his work from the rest.

The team's star player was set apart from the rest by his exceptional
talent.

The company has set aside a certain amount of money for its
expansion.



The committee set aside the issue until they could gather more
information.

The phrases "set apart" and "set aside" are two commonly used phrases
that can be easily confused. However, by understanding the subtle
differences between these two phrases, you can use them with confidence
and precision.

In general, the phrase "set apart" is used to describe something that is
unique or special in some way. The phrase "set aside", on the other hand,
is used to describe something that is being put away for a later time or
purpose.

By understanding the differences between these two phrases, you can
avoid making common mistakes and use them correctly in your writing and
speaking.
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