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In the realm of literature, Marcel Proust stands as a beacon of profound
insight and unparalleled artistry. His monumental work, In Search of Lost
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Time, is a sprawling masterpiece that delves into the intricacies of human
nature, time, and memory. Russell Smith, a renowned author and editor,
has meticulously curated a collection of Proust's most memorable
quotations, offering us a glimpse into the mind of this literary titan.
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Love and Relationships

“"Love is the space and the time that one has for another
person, not the person himself."”

Proust believed that true love transcended physical presence or romantic
notions. It was a profound connection that spanned beyond time and
space, creating a shared realm where individuals could truly understand
and appreciate one another.
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“"If we love too much, we are jealous, we become anxious, we
tire ourselves and other people. If we do not love enough, we
are bored, we bore other people, we become jealous of those
who are loved."”

Proust recognized the delicate balance of love, highlighting the importance
of moderation. Both excessive love and indifference could lead to
dissatisfaction and heartache. He emphasized the need to find a
harmonious equilibrium, where love could flourish without becoming
obsessive or neglectful.

Time and Memory

“"The only true paradise is paradise lost."”

For Proust, time was not a linear progression but a subjective experience,
shaped by our memories and perceptions. He believed that our most
cherished moments became "lost paradises," haunting our consciousness
and forever reminding us of what we had once possessed.

“"The real voyage of discovery consists not in seeking new
landscapes but in having new eyes."”

Proust's writings celebrated the transformative power of memory. Through
the act of remembering, we could revisit the past, gain new perspectives,
and rediscover the beauty of life's fleeting moments. He encouraged us to



cultivate a keen eye for observation, allowing us to appreciate the hidden
wonders that surrounded us each day.

Art and Creation

“"Art is not a mirror held up to reality but a magnifying glass
which makes us see it."”

Proust viewed art as a transformative force, capable of revealing the true
essence of life. He believed that great works of art were not mere imitations
of reality but windows into deeper truths, allowing us to transcend the
mundane and connect with the profound.

“"A work of art is a world in itself...a universe of its own."”

Proust's own writing exemplified his belief in the autonomy of art. In Search
of Lost Time was not merely a story but a complex, self-contained world,
governed by its own rules and logic. It invited readers to immerse
themselves in this literary universe, experiencing its characters, events,
and themes as if they were their own.

Human Nature and Psychology

“"We are always more ready to believe the worst of those we
love, because it makes it easier for us to love them."”



Proust had a keen understanding of human psychology, recognizing the
complexities and contradictions that resided within us all. He believed that
even in our darkest moments, we were capable of both great love and
profound self-deception.

“"It is not love that is blind, but jealousy."”

Proust explored the destructive nature of jealousy, arguing that it blinded
individuals to reason and compassion. He believed that true love should be
built on trust and understanding, not on suspicion and doubt.

Memorable Quotations Marcel Proust Russell Smith is an invaluable
collection that offers readers a profound glimpse into the mind of one of
literature's greatest masters. Proust's words resonate with timeless
wisdom, challenging us to reflect on the nature of love, time, art, and
human nature. Through Russell Smith's careful curation, we are invited to
embark on a literary journey, where we can discover the depth and beauty
of Proust's extraordinary vision.

Whether you are a seasoned Proust enthusiast or a newcomer to his work,
this collection is a treasure trove of literary riches. Let Proust's
unforgettable quotations guide you through the labyrinth of life, illuminating
the hidden connections and revealing the profound truths that lie within us
all.
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Unveiling Eleven of the Wheel of Time: A
Journey Through Epic Fantasy
In the vast and intricate tapestry of Robert Jordan's legendary fantasy
series, the Wheel of Time, Eleven stand as pivotal figures, their destinies
entwined...
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