Incidents of the Battle of Manassas: An
Annotated 1885 Account

The Battle of Manassas, also known as the First Battle of Bull Run, was a
pivotal engagement in the American Civil War, fought on July 21, 1861,
near Manassas Junction, Virginia. This battle marked the first major clash
between the Union and Confederate armies and set the tone for the long
and bloody conflict that followed.
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In 1885, a detailed account of the Battle of Manassas was published, titled
"Incidents of the Battle of Manassas." This publication provides a
comprehensive and annotated account of the battle, based on first-hand
accounts and historical research. It offers a unique glimpse into the events
of that fateful day and the experiences of those who fought and witnessed
it.
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Events of the Battle

The Battle of Manassas began with an early morning advance by Union
forces under the command of General Irvin McDowell. The Union troops,
eager to strike a decisive blow against the Confederate capital of
Richmond, Virginia, encountered stiff resistance from Confederate forces
led by General Beauregard.

The battle raged for hours, with both sides exchanging heavy artillery fire
and engaging in intense infantry combat. The Union forces initially gained
ground, but Confederate reinforcements arrived, turning the tide of the
battle against the Union.

As the Union lines began to waver, a panicked retreat ensued, with soldiers
fleeing the battlefield in disarray. The Confederate forces pursued,
capturing artillery pieces and supplies. The Union retreat eventually turned
into a rout, as soldiers scrambled to escape the Confederate advance.

Notable Incidents

The Battle of Manassas was marked by several notable incidents that left a
lasting impact on the course of the war. One such incident was the death of
Colonel Elmer Ellsworth, one of the first Union officers to be killed in the
conflict. Ellsworth was shot and killed while attempting to remove a
Confederate flag from a hotel in Alexandria, Virginia, shortly before the
battle.

Another significant incident was the performance of the "Stonewall
Brigade," a Confederate unit under the command of General Thomas J.
"Stonewall" Jackson. The brigade held its ground against repeated Union



attacks, earning Jackson the nickname "Stonewall" and becoming a symbol
of Confederate resilience.

Aftermath and Legacy

The Battle of Manassas ended in a Confederate victory, boosting the
morale of the South and prolonging the war. The Union defeat revealed the
unpreparedness of the North and the challenges it faced in suppressing the
Southern rebellion.

The battle also had a profound impact on the civilian population. The
fighting took place near densely populated areas, and many residents were
forced to flee their homes or witnessed the horrors of war firsthand. The
battle left a lasting scar on the region, and the legacy of the conflict
continues to be felt today.

Annotations:

The 1885 account of the Battle of Manassas includes extensive
annotations that provide additional context and insights into the battle.
These annotations, written by historians and scholars, offer valuable
information on the significance of various events, the motivations of the
participants, and the broader historical context of the war.

For example, one annotation discusses the role of technology in the battle,
highlighting the use of telegraphs to communicate between different parts
of the battlefield and the impact of railroad transportation on the movement
of troops. Another annotation examines the political dynamics at play,
exploring the tensions between the Union and Confederate governments
and the motivations of key leaders.



The annotations enhance the value of this historical account by providing a
deeper understanding of the complex events of the Battle of Manassas and
its lasting significance in American history.

"Incidents of the Battle of Manassas: An Annotated 1885 Account" provides
a rich and detailed account of the First Battle of Bull Run. It offers valuable
insights into the events of that fateful day and the experiences of those who
fought and witnessed it. The annotations included in this publication further
enhance its historical significance, providing a deeper understanding of the
battle's context and legacy. This work remains an essential resource for

anyone interested in the history of the American Civil War.

Painting depicting the Battle of Manassas, July 21, 1861.
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In the vast and intricate tapestry of Robert Jordan's legendary fantasy
series, the Wheel of Time, Eleven stand as pivotal figures, their destinies
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