
How to Select and Grow the Best Tomato
Varieties of All Time
Tomatoes, juicy, versatile, and bursting with flavor, are a summer staple
that no garden should be without. With countless varieties to choose from,
selecting the perfect ones for your palate and growing conditions can be
overwhelming. In this comprehensive guide, we embark on a journey to
uncover the secrets of choosing and cultivating the best tomato varieties of
all time. From heirloom gems to modern hybrids, we delve into the intricate
world of tomatoes, empowering you with the knowledge to create a thriving,
bountiful tomato garden.

Selecting the Perfect Tomato Varieties
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Flavor is subjective, but certain tomato varieties are renowned for their
exceptional taste. Heirloom varieties, such as Brandywine and Cherokee
Purple, are highly prized for their complex, full-bodied flavors. Modern
hybrids, like Sungold and Sweet 100, offer a balance of sweetness and
acidity, making them ideal for fresh eating.

1.

Size and Shape

Tomatoes come in a wide array of sizes and shapes. If you prefer large,
beefsteak-type tomatoes for slicing, consider Better Boy or Big Beef. For
cherry tomatoes perfect for salads or snacking, Sweet Millions or Sungold
are excellent choices.

1.

Disease Resistance

Tomato plants can be susceptible to various diseases, including blight and
wilt. Disease-resistant varieties, such as Mountain Magic and Celebrity, can
significantly reduce the risk of crop loss and minimize the need for chemical
treatments.

1.

Growing Conditions

Consider your growing conditions when selecting tomato varieties. If you
have limited space, compact varieties like Patio and Bush Early Girl are
ideal. For northern regions with shorter growing seasons, early-maturing
varieties like Stupice and Siberian are recommended.



1.

Personal Preferences

Ultimately, the best tomato variety for you is the one that meets your
individual preferences. Experiment with different varieties to discover which
ones suit your taste buds and lifestyle.

Growing the Best Tomatoes

1.

Soil Preparation

Tomatoes thrive in well-drained soil rich in organic matter. Prepare your soil
by adding compost or manure and adjusting the pH to between 6.0 and 6.8.

1.

Transplanting

Transplant tomato seedlings outdoors after the last frost date. Harden them
off by gradually exposing them to outdoor conditions for a few hours each
day before transplanting. Plant deeply, burying the stem up to the first set
of leaves.

1.

Watering

Water tomatoes deeply but infrequently. Allow the soil to dry out slightly
between waterings. Avoid overhead watering, which can promote disease.

1.



Fertilizing

Fertilize tomatoes every few weeks with a balanced fertilizer. Avoid
overfertilizing, as this can lead to excessive foliage growth at the expense
of fruit production.

1.

Pruning

Pruning tomatoes encourages airflow and reduces the risk of disease.
Remove suckers (small shoots that grow between the main stem and
branches) and lower leaves as the plant grows.

1.

Support

Support tomato plants with stakes, cages, or trellises to prevent them from
toppling over.

1.

Mulching

Mulch around tomato plants with straw, hay, or compost to retain moisture,
suppress weeds, and regulate soil temperature.

Extra Tips for Success

1.

Companion Planting



Plant tomatoes alongside basil, marigolds, and carrots to enhance growth
and repel pests.

1.

Crop Rotation

Rotate tomato crops every year to prevent soil-borne diseases.

1.

Disease Prevention

Keep your garden clean and avoid using infected seeds or plants. Use
disease-resistant varieties and apply fungicides as necessary.

1.

Harvesting

Harvest tomatoes when they are fully ripe and have developed their full
color and flavor. Gently twist the fruit from the vine.

1.

Storage

Store ripe tomatoes at room temperature for a few days. For longer
storage, refrigerate them for up to a week.

Exceptional Tomato Varieties

1.



Brandywine (Heirloom)

A classic heirloom variety renowned for its exceptional flavor. Large,
beefsteak-type tomatoes with a complex, sweet, and slightly acidic taste.

2.

Cherokee Purple (Heirloom)

An heirloom with distinctive dark purple skin. Medium-sized, meaty
tomatoes with a rich, smoky flavor.

3.

Sungold (Hybrid)

A popular hybrid prized for its exceptional sweetness. Cherry-sized
tomatoes with a vibrant orange color and a bursting flavor.

4.

Sweet 100 (Hybrid)

A high-yielding hybrid known for its balanced sweetness and acidity.
Medium-sized, firm tomatoes that are ideal for slicing and salads.

5.

Better Boy (Hybrid)

A widely cultivated hybrid that produces large, beefsteak-type tomatoes.
Juicy and flavorful, with a slightly tangy taste.

6.



Mountain Magic (Disease-Resistant)

A disease-resistant hybrid that produces medium-sized, firm tomatoes.
Flavorful and versatile, suitable for various uses.

7.

Patio (Compact)

A compact variety perfect for containers or small spaces. Produces an
abundance of cherry-sized tomatoes with a sweet and tangy flavor.

8.

Stupice (Early-Maturing)

An early-maturing variety that produces large, firm tomatoes. Ideal for
northern regions with shorter growing seasons.

9.

Bush Early Girl (Early-Maturing)

A bush-type variety that is well-suited for small gardens. Produces medium-
sized, flavorful tomatoes that ripen early.

10.

Celebrity (Disease-Resistant)

A disease-resistant hybrid that yields large, meaty tomatoes. Juicy and
flavorful, with a mild sweetness and acidity.



Selecting and growing the best tomato varieties is a journey of exploration
and discovery. By considering your preferences, growing conditions, and
the tips outlined in this comprehensive guide, you can create a thriving
tomato garden that will provide an abundance of juicy, flavorful harvests.
Embrace the diversity of tomatoes, experiment with different varieties, and
revel in the culinary delights that this versatile fruit has to offer. Your
garden, your plate, and your taste buds will thank you for it.

Epic Tomatoes: How to Select and Grow the Best
Varieties of All Time by Craig LeHoullier

4.8 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 40985 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
X-Ray : Enabled
Print length : 401 pages
Lending : Enabled

FREE

https://religion.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6Ik1zTHhLeHZZT1ZSTWZtdWthOVZic1JJc3hUVThMUkpYbVRQK3p4M2ZRa1h2QkVPN0hVRFUxRjdEZVg3WVdcL0xURVZQc3crSWVuSGk3SElaMDh4WHk5SWdhZ05NSjNabUJpWW1zTjlxUitKeEhLWU9LVVwvUTg3TkNUNlpWWTNPRktpcEtEOWY0Y1BRNjVEb3RrTGVGTU1HK3FrQk5ZYnVpY2xsZWRJTWJ4VkdqSjUxSXY0MDJUNDdOUFN3YlwvM0l0V0VMZlpNK3FRY0thRGtCOVVCMW9RTGc9PSIsIml2IjoiN2ZiMzQ0NTUzYzRjOTQ1N2Q0Y2NlNzJjNmY2NjJkYWMiLCJzIjoiYjRjMWFjYzI4OTk3NzUwOCJ9
https://religion.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IldKOGVkeFJTNGFcL1R4ajZzUWJBMzlNXC8rTmhROWVFVkJ0ck5vSHNCditIT0hlSVNBcE5yb1lHM0I0UEFNZkNScm9PXC9jRkJTdkVcL0RIc3VGeFhweDJoVlNpa1p0TzhVNDVoR3kxemNQMWYwbVwvRUh1MnZiTjd6M0czWTRYQ0o1S21kZk5idGtQanp5K0pNZVN1c0VBYlB2a2NHb2JNYURpd0JMcGdLanZybEMxT0lBOTFjbkhrN1RYU1kyMXRRaVJSdGVmXC9obGZMNGc2azhaXC9xdElZY3pBPT0iLCJpdiI6ImE5ZTQ0MTFlZTdkYTA1MTMwMmYxN2ZiYTgyOGQ5NWRiIiwicyI6ImIwYzk1YzQ4ZDA4MTU3YTUifQ%3D%3D
https://religion.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IjY3NmZwV0hhTFhmUFBpM0oxeTlwaU5WTDVFZm9HbTA1MmFUcmVnU0doWStSSW41UUEzXC9zaU40SStmVGcxbEJJOFJhVklUYUZmQkFJXC9aSU02VnluS0cxbTRRNThtd0Q4U2ZcL3RWTFlCSW5TS2cwWTNTdGhvOFJDa2tqanFjbzhwU2JlUjlUdVNqTDR3UDJSVEkxUkZBT1hxZnpSQkxISEM0ZzdUOHFjXC9RY3c4V2ViK1ptWjBhaiswMXlFRnMwQTM3NWhjSlJUeXFvUFlZSjg1QkJhSVp3PT0iLCJpdiI6IjgyN2VmNTYyYjc2MWY2MjM1Mzk1NzUzYTNlYzkzNzRiIiwicyI6ImUwNGFlYzQ2NTYxZDViNTcifQ%3D%3D


Unveiling Eleven of the Wheel of Time: A
Journey Through Epic Fantasy
In the vast and intricate tapestry of Robert Jordan's legendary fantasy
series, the Wheel of Time, Eleven stand as pivotal figures, their destinies
entwined...

Ebony Jay Rice: A Rising Star in the
Entertainment Industry
Ebony Jay Rice is a force to be reckoned with in the entertainment
industry. As a multi-talented actress, singer, dancer, and producer, she
has captivated audiences with...
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