
English Language Learners: Teaching
Strategies That Work
Teaching English to non-native speakers is a challenging but rewarding
task. With the increasing globalization of the world, the need for effective
English language teaching has become more important than ever.
However, traditional teaching methods may not always be effective for
English language learners (ELLs),who come with unique language learning
needs and challenges.
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This comprehensive guide will provide evidence-based teaching strategies
that have been proven to effectively support ELLs. We will cover language
acquisition methods, strategies for fostering comprehension, and tips for
creating an inclusive learning environment where all students can thrive.
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Language Acquisition Methods

There are various language acquisition methods that can be used to teach
English to ELLs. Each method has its own strengths and weaknesses, and
the best approach will depend on the individual learner's needs and
learning style.

1. Natural Approach

The natural approach emphasizes the importance of exposing learners to
authentic language and allowing them to learn through natural
communication. This method focuses on listening and speaking skills, and
it encourages learners to use the language in meaningful contexts.

2. Communicative Approach

The communicative approach emphasizes the importance of
communication in language learning. This method focuses on developing
learners' ability to use the language for real-world purposes. Activities in a
communicative approach typically involve speaking, listening, reading, and
writing.

3. Task-Based Approach

The task-based approach focuses on using language to complete specific
tasks. This method helps learners to develop their fluency and accuracy in
the language, and it also allows them to learn about different cultures.

Strategies for Fostering Comprehension

In addition to using effective language acquisition methods, it is also
important to use strategies that foster comprehension in ELLs.



Comprehension is the ability to understand the meaning of language. It is a
complex process that involves many different cognitive skills.

1. Use Visual Aids

Visual aids can help ELLs to understand the meaning of new words and
concepts. Use pictures, graphs, charts, and other visual aids to help
learners visualize the language and make connections to their own
experiences.

2. Provide Context

Providing context can help ELLs to understand the meaning of new words
and phrases. Use examples, explanations, and background information to
help learners understand the language in its natural context.

3. Use Repetition and Redundancy

Repetition and redundancy can help ELLs to remember new information.
Use the same words and phrases multiple times in different contexts. This
will help learners to associate the words with their meanings and make
them more likely to remember them.

Creating an Inclusive Learning Environment

Creating an inclusive learning environment is essential for the success of
ELLs. An inclusive learning environment is one that is welcoming and
supportive of all students, regardless of their background or language
proficiency.

1. Be Patient and Understanding



ELLs need time to learn English. Be patient and understanding, and don't
get discouraged if they make mistakes. Encourage them to ask questions
and participate in class discussions.

2. Use Positive Reinforcement

Positive reinforcement can help ELLs to feel more comfortable and
confident in their learning. Praise them for their effort and progress, and
encourage them to continue learning.

3. Use Culturally Responsive Teaching Practices

Culturally responsive teaching practices can help ELLs to feel more
connected to the learning experience. Use materials and activities that are
relevant to their cultures and experiences. This will help them to see
themselves in the curriculum and make the learning more meaningful.

Teaching English to ELLs is a challenging but rewarding task. By using
effective teaching strategies and creating an inclusive learning
environment, teachers can help ELLs to succeed in their language learning
journey.

The strategies and tips provided in this guide are evidence-based and have
been proven to be effective in supporting ELLs. By implementing these
strategies, teachers can help ELLs to develop their language skills, foster
their comprehension, and thrive in their educational environment.
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