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Analytical political economy is a branch of economics that uses rigorous
analytical methods to study the relationship between politics and
economics. It is a relatively new field, with most of the research being
conducted in the past few decades. However, it has already made
significant contributions to our understanding of how the economy works
and how it is affected by political factors.

This article provides a survey of recent research in analytical political
economy. We will cover a wide range of topics, including inequality, social
mobility, and the political economy of development. We will also discuss
some of the key methodological advances that have been made in the field.

Inequality
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Inequality is one of the most important topics in analytical political
economy. It is a major source of social and economic problems, and it has
been linked to a range of negative outcomes, including poverty, crime, and
social unrest.

There is a large body of research on the causes and consequences of
inequality. Some of the key findings from this research include:

Inequality has been increasing in many countries in recent decades.

The increase in inequality is due to a number of factors, including the
decline of labor unions, the rise of the service sector, and the
globalization of the economy.

Inequality has a number of negative consequences, including poverty,
crime, and social unrest.

There are a number of policies that can be used to reduce inequality,
including progressive taxation, universal health care, and public
education.

Social Mobility

Social mobility is the movement of individuals or groups from one social
class to another. It is a key indicator of the health of a society, and it is
important for economic growth and development.

There is a large body of research on social mobility. Some of the key
findings from this research include:

Social mobility has declined in many countries in recent decades.



The decline in social mobility is due to a number of factors, including
the increase in inequality, the decline of labor unions, and the rise of
the service sector.

Social mobility has a number of positive benefits, including increased
economic growth, reduced poverty, and improved social cohesion.

There are a number of policies that can be used to promote social
mobility, including universal health care, public education, and job
training programs.

The Political Economy of Development

The political economy of development is the study of the relationship
between politics and economic development. It is a complex and
challenging field, but it is essential for understanding how countries can
achieve sustainable economic growth.

There is a large body of research on the political economy of development.
Some of the key findings from this research include:

Political factors play a major role in economic development.

Some political institutions are more conducive to economic growth
than others.

There are a number of policies that governments can adopt to promote
economic development.

Methodological Advances



In recent years, there have been a number of methodological advances in
analytical political economy. These advances have made it possible to
conduct more rigorous research and to better understand the relationship
between politics and economics.

Some of the key methodological advances in analytical political economy
include:

The development of new statistical techniques

The use of experimental methods

The construction of new datasets

These methodological advances have helped to make analytical political
economy a more rigorous and scientific discipline. They have also made it
possible to conduct research on a wider range of topics and to better
understand the relationship between politics and economics.

Analytical political economy is a rapidly growing field of research. It has
made significant contributions to our understanding of how the economy
works and how it is affected by political factors. As the field continues to
develop, we can expect to learn even more about the relationship between
politics and economics and how we can use this knowledge to improve the
lives of people around the world.
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